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The growth of sub-urbanism in recent decades has led to the weakening of inner-
city centers and the destruction of the social life of these centers. The most
important consequences of evacuation of urban centers are economic recession,
population evacuation, unfavorable urban governance, reduced demand for
purchases and lack of infrastructure investments. Therefore, the revitalization of
urban centers, as the beating heart of cities, plays an important role in improving
the quality of residents’ lives. Business Improvement District (BID) is one of the
most successful methods with an economic approach to urban centers and is
expanding around the world. The aim of the present study is to measure and
extract the drivers of improving business districts in District 6 of Tehran with a
futures research approach. This research is applied in terms of purpose and uses
a combination of documentary and survey methods. Moreover, in terms of
nature, based on a new method of future research, it is analytical and exploratory
taking a combination of quantitative and qualitative approaches. The statistical

Keywords: . population of this study includes 15 managers and experts in the field. The results
[Urban centers, Business | jngjcate that the key drivers affecting the creation of business environment in
improvement districts, District 6 of Tehran have not been identified. Also, two-dimensional factors such
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as good urban governance, municipal performance in providing services and
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facilities, private and public sector investment status, quality of buildings and
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i materials in the housing and construction sector, etc. have a very high capacity
! to become key players in the system.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The Business Improvement District (BID)
approach, as one of the new methods in the
field of urban planning, was formed in the
1960s and 1970s to organize and improve
business spaces, with the main goal of
reviving the social life of urban centers and
improving the quality of life in through
focusing on the economic environment and
businesses concentrated in these centers.
The BID is a good way to reduce the
recession of cities. However, what is
debatable is the extent to which the city
management system allows the expansion of
small economic activities to the private
sector and the appropriate and cost-
effective legal mechanism for setting up a
BID system. The answer is that, in some
cases, small businesses are licensed to
operate in neighborhoods and city centers.
This is whilein many other cases, these
activities are "informal" due to tax evasion
and other time-consuming and costly
processes. In this case their implementation
is prevented, like many local bazaars, mobile
cafes, food preparation cafes, etc., which we
see more or less in the metropolises of Iran
today. Hence, what is understandable is that
to achieve the BID, we need an approach in
the urban management system that can
provide the opportunity to improve small
businesses in urban areas by enabling the
implementation of creative solutions. The
BID can be realized in connection with
several approaches in the field of urban
planning theories. Creative city approach,
good urban governance, and tactical urban
planning are among the new discourses that
have been considered by urban experts. The
approach used in the present study to
achieve the BID is a tactical urban planning

approach that has many commonalities.
Tactical urban planning is a new approach in
urban planning and a tool different from the
traditional methods of urban management
that seeks to solve the urban problems
creatively, emphasizing the necessity of
meeting the needs of citizens in a short time,
without spending huge costs and relying on
the power of the citizens. Tactical urban
planning has a very small scale and believes
that the habitability of the cities basically
starts from the street level. This approach
sees the 2008 US recession as the beginning
of urban redevelopment with an emphasis
on tactical urban management, and argues
that turning to small businesses is the best
way to overcome the recession and recreate
new ways to thrive. Due to the economic
crises of the last decade, the commercial
centers of Tehran have also faced a
significant decline in the economic
dimension, which can be seen by referring to
those spaces of stagnation and inactivity.
District 6 of Tehran is considered as one of
the main districts of Tehran due to its
importance and economic, political,
administrative, etc. characteristics, which
always faces many problems in different
sectors. Thus, to investigate the facilities,
potentials and business environment in this
region, the BID approach has been used in
this research.

2. Research Methodology

Thee research method is descriptive-
analytical. It should also be noted that ARC
GIS and SPSS Software have been used to
perform tests and research models and
answer the research questions.

3. Research Findings
The findings of the study were analyzed in
three ways to explain the significance of the
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responses of the citizens, businessmen and
elites in District 6 of Tehran. The results
obtained in the explanation of the state of
business environment from the citizens'
point of view in this area indicate that, in the
physical-environmental component, the
average difference was not positive by
default (2.5) and the difference was 0.90. In
the economic component, the difference
was equal to 0.58, in the socio-cultural
component, this amount was equal to 0.87,
and in the environmental component, the
difference was equal to 0.66. Therefore,
from the point of view of the citizens of
District 6 of Tehran, the features and
characteristics of the business environment
are available in the study axes according to
the proposed components. The results
obtained explain the situation of business
environment in terms of business in District
6 of Tehran, showing that in all study areas,
five components had a positive mean
difference and were significant, including
business-service use, urban management,
quality of life, spatial affiliation, and social
participation.  Therefore, it can be
summarized that from the business point of
view, there are some areas for creating a
business environment in this region, and in
the other five components, there is a need to
strengthen and especially provide better
services.

4. Conclusion

The results of this study indicate that the
average difference in the four components
was positive and higher than the default
value (2.5), i.e., from the citizens' point of
view, district 6 is in a suitable and favorable
condition and has the capacity to create a
business environment. Also, in the section of
explaining the merchant's opinions in
relation to the situation of District 6 of
Tehran to create a business environment,
the merchants were satisfied with five
components (business-service use, urban
management, quality of life, spatial affiliation
and social participation), and dissatisfied

with the other five components (use of urban
facilities and equipment, urban planning
criteria, road network, performance
satisfaction and entrepreneurship) in the
current situation. Therefore, it is necessary
to pay special attention to strengthening and
eliminating the weaknesses of the region in
various dimensions.
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