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The old fabric of Kermanshah city is an inseparable part of the city in terms of different
dimensions, and a considerable part of the city's history has been manifested in the body of
this texture. Today, due to various structural and social changes (structural-physical
changes of the Pahlavi era, severe physical erosion of the old city and the expansion of the
dilapidated part of the city and the continuation of neglect of the old city, the indiscriminate
expansion of the city in the surrounding lands in the years after the revolution, unplanned
and unspecified actions and interventions in recent years) has suffered social and not
physical changes in the old texture. These developments caused structural changes in the
social fabric and old neighborhoods and the social relationships that had been formed in
the Old City for centuries have been weakened and destroyed. Accordingly, Abshouran
neighborhood (the oldest and most basic neighborhood from which the city has begun to
grow) in the old texture of Kermanshah city and the developments that have also taken
place in different periods, it lacks of strength of existing buildings against earthquakes with
problems such as physical exhaustion, non-conformity of old texture with the needs of the
day, lack of cultural-social disproportionateness of texture and lack of sense of place. This
has led to the critical situation in the present period as one of the challenges facing
Kermanshah city and neighborhood. Due to these problems, the necessity of recreating a
city neighborhood based on modernism, which is based on sustainable development and
returning to traditions and restoring the structure of the neighborhood and the identity of
the city, requires that it focuses on one of the approaches of this intellectual stage such as
modernism. Therefore, the aim of the current research is to recreate (physical and
functional) the sense of place, based on the ten principles of the New-urbanism charter of
Abshouran neighborhood in Kermanshah. Descriptive-analytical research method and its
type are applied. Also, documentary studies, field observation and questionnaire tools were
used to collect data. The statistical population of all residents of the western part of
Abshouran neighborhood (Sabzeh Meydan to Madras) is Kermanshah city, among which 166
people were selected as the sample size using Cochran formula. For data analysis, SPSS
software version 24 was used in the form of statistical tests such as Spearman correlation
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method and multivariate regression test. The results indicate that all ten principles of the

i New Urbanism Charter are effective in recreating the sense of place of Abshouran
! neighborhood, Kermanshah city. On the other hand, paying attention to physical and
| functional elements in regeneration have a direct impact on the sense of place and can lead
to the improvement of the location and resurgence of the Abshuran neighborhood.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Space is thought to be as true as abstract
geometries (distance, aspect, size, shape,
volume) apart from the material form and
cultural change, to fill the space of
meaning, individuals and groups should be
able to turn space into place. It can be
argued that locations are essentially the
meaning centers built through experience
that are understood with time and are
important to people's lives. There is a
piece of increasing evidence that urban
regeneration in traditional environments
is reduced by spatial meaning, deformed
or newly built places. In place and location,
Relph describes an environment without
significant places and an underlying
attitude that does not support the
importance of sites. This scenario
threatens the quality of public spaces.
Losing meanings of the place and
dependence leads to the inability to
continue  feeling, practicing, and
remembering experiences. The meaning
and identity of the elements, place
structures, the concept of physical
location as well as psychological places of
interpretation, narration, perception,
sensation, perception, and imagination is
considered. Urban regeneration involves
the rehabilitation process of places. In this
process, regeneration plans are planned to
improve the physical conditions of places,
increase economic growth and sustainable
development to facilitate better social life
for people. Researchers recommend that
the meaning of a place as a basis for
regeneration initiatives, activity on the

specified boundary should be fully
understood and the sense of place must be
quiet. The sense of place is accompanied
by distinct characteristics (natural or
human) and local emotions, in which
physical form, activity, and meaning are
mixed to form feelings of place. In addition
to the feeling of comfort from an
environment, this feeling supports the
cultural themes of the people, cultural and
social relations of the society at a given
place, leading to the creation of past
experiences and experiences to achieve
identity for individuals. The sense of place
is an important cause in person and
environment integration leading to users’
satisfaction, better utilization of the
environment, a sense of belonging to the
environment, and frequent presence in it.
Therefore, considering the multiplicity of
areas of regeneration and the issues facing
it, the present research with the new
urbanism approach is a new movement
that seeks to recreate, regenerate and
rebuild the physical and living content of
the pre-modern cities and meets the
needs of the day; it is necessary to return
to traditional neighborhood. Therefore,
this approach creates neighborhood in
traditional design and creates a
sustainable social identity and sense of
place, economically and environmentally.

1.1 Expressing the Problem

Today, the rapid growth and development
of urbanization on the edge and outside of
cities has brought about a change in the
body of the city, which in the old and
historical context has led to semantic,
functional and structural changes and has
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caused the old city to rebuild and
modernize itself, the flow of time in its
body does not take place and the city stays
away from its life. In the meantime,
Abshuran neighborhood in Kermanshah
city is one of the oldest city neighborhoods
as the main core of the formation, which is
no exception. Despite the cultural and
historical attractions, the old and
traditional bazaar of the city has a special
value in preserving the identity of the city,
and today it has faced a problem called
problematic texture. Therefore, the
changes that have occurred in different
periods in the city have led to the loss of
identity, decrease in the quality of life and
the environment, decrease the attachment
of residents, destruction and loss of value
in the area of the neighborhood and its
surrounding texture and destroying
different dimensions of the neighborhood.
The networks of organic passages
(traditional and winding), insecurity,
physical, environmental and even social
hazards in addition to reducing population
density have led to the lack of old texture
with the needs of the day life and lack of
sense of place, and this has caused parts of
the tissue to lose its life and power and
gradually become abandoned and
dilapidated. If no special attention is paid
to the renovation of the old and central
textures of cities, this fate will encompass
the entire urban fabric. Therefore, this
approach is based on the wurban
regeneration of endogenous development
in the old context, which has revived
places, strengthened society and
encouraged capital for investment and
sustainable development. This approach
with a physical recycling and improvement
is a function of urban lands. Although
there are common principles for most old
textures in  urban  regeneration,
regeneration and strategies should be
formed in interaction with the needs of the

day and the specific characteristics of
each texture. Paying attention to concepts
such as place and sense of place, which
have been one of the most important
issues facing contemporary urbanization,
because cities, although in the past, have a
high ability to establish interactions
between humans and space. Today spaces
are built in cities that lack meaning and
identity and are merely imitations of other
examples. Therefore, it is felt to revise the
action related to regeneration in the old
context in order to use the potential and
facilities and promote the sense of
belonging to the place and identity of the
neighborhoods. The reason is that the life
in these tissues is just as much a need for
togetherness, roots, memories, events, the
need for up-to-date and new changes in
them. The change that focuses on the
restoration of the texture according to the
inhabitants and their needs, which are
related to the spatial and historical with
the space. In such a situation, among
different theories and strategies for
recreating neighborhoods, modernism is a
critical insight into modernist urbanism
that tries to determine the behaviors of
society and the individual and promote
concepts such as quality of life, human
communities and sense of place. This
approach tries to revive the traditional
fabric of the city's neighborhoods through
its indigenous and historical
characteristics, preventing horizontal
expansion and removing it from isolation
by applying new functions for the city
center. Therefore, in this study, using the
principles of modernism in recreating the
neighborhood, the sense of place as a
factor that makes a space a place with
special sensory and behavioral
characteristics for specific people is
emphasized. Therefore, the purpose of
this research is to modernize and recreate
(body and function) sense of place, based
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on the ten principles of Charternocism
(body, community, traffic and
transportation, and housing) of Abshuran
neighborhood  with new  urban
development. In this regard, the following
assumptions are presented in accordance
with this objective:

* New urbanism principles to recreate the
sense of place of the Abshouran neighborhood.

* Attention to the physical and functional
indices affects the formation of the sense of
place.

2. Research Methodology

In general, the method used in this
research is based on the subject and
purpose. In terms of method, it is
descriptive-analytical and is applied -
developmental. In this research, two
methods of library studies (the study of
documents, papers, related books, and
various reports) and field impression
inferences  (observation  of  field
impression) have been wused. Library
studies have been wused to achieve
theoretical foundations of research. The
researcher tries to find new awareness
and answers to the question by using
viewpoints and theories, solutions and
models that others have proposed. In
addition, the researcher tries to discover
the relations and how the relationship
between real structure variables can be
achieved under study. In this regard, two
questionnaires were used for promoting
this questionnaire. Thus, the present
situation of the neighborhood was
reviewed. In the next step, a questionnaire
was compiled in different parts (physical,
function, meaning) according to two
independent parameters of place sense
and new urbanism for the complete
recognition and relationships between

variables. The questionnaire was designed
on a Likert scale and was responded by
residents.

This  research, like other wurban
development plans, follows specific tasks and
organized and non-organized processes. In
this research, to analyze the information, first,
the present status of the Abshouran
neighborhood (green square to madras) was
collected by different methods of field
impression  studies  (questionnaire and
observation). Then, the information has been
analyzed by analytical software. Considering
that the data analysis method depends on the
nature and type of data; therefore, in this
study, descriptive and inferential statistical
model can be used in such a way that in
descriptive statistics, indicators such as
percentage and average are investigated and in
inferential statistics the questionnaire is
analyzed by Spearman correlation method and
multivariate regression and tests the research
hypotheses.

The statistical population of this study is
the Western part of Abshouran neighborhood
of Kermanshah city. The sample size of this
study included 196 people who attended.
According to cluster and random sampling
with Cochran formula and Morgan table, this
sample size was based on the number of parts
in Abshouran neighborhood which includes 75
residential units, 325 commercial units which
total 400 pieces and by placing this value in
Morgan table and Cochran formula 196 people.
From this amount, 166 questionnaires have
been taken (the reason for reducing 196 to 166
questionnaires is that most of the units in the
western part of the Abshuran (Sabzeh Meydan
to Madras) are active business use. Since the
purpose of the study is to sense the location of
the residents of the neighborhood according
to the research criteria and also by surveying
urban experts, 166 questionnaires were
prepared for residents and neighborhood
businesses who had more knowledge of the
neighborhood). Also, for verification of the
acquired data, researchers have also
interviewed people. Finally, the reliability of
the questionnaire was measured by
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Cronbach's alpha and according to the
obtained coefficient (Table 1-3), the
questionnaire has appropriate reliability to
explain the issue.

In this part of the study, criteria and
common indicators between the sense of place
and new urbanism in different aspects of
physical, activity(transport), and semantic
(housing and social dimension) were
developed. To measure the sense of place of
the residents and the principles of new
urbanism in the present situation, Abshouran
neighborhood with 20 common statements in
the form of 44 questions and 11 questions from
10 new urbanism indices were proposed for the
social survey of residents.

Table 3.1 Reliability of the questionnaire
Reliability Statistics

Cronbach's Alpha

.837 55

N of Items

3. Research Findings

The results of the descriptive part of the
common measures between the sense of
place and new urbanism (physical,
function, meaning)  include  the
neighborhood in terms of the sense of
place and the principles of new urbanism.
The reason is that most of the components
are evaluated with average and low levels.
On the other hand, using ten new
urbanism principles to reinforce the sense
of place questions have been asked and the
results indicate that all principles can
affect their sense of place. The result of

measuring the research hypotheses with
Spearman correlation tests and regression
test indicates that there is a direct
relationship between sense of place and
modernism in such a way that proper use
of new urbanism principles can affect the
social sense of residents.

4. Conclusion

Urban regeneration is an endogenous
development in the old or decay fabric that
brings the places to life again, reinforces
the local communities and causes capital
to be pumped into the neighborhood for
investment and development. This
approach is the recycling and
improvement of physical, functional urban
areas. Although in urban regeneration
there are common principles for most old
textures, the strategies and regeneration
should be in interaction with the needs of
the day and specific characteristics of
each texture. Paying attention to concepts
such as location and sense of place which
has been the most important issues facing
contemporary urbanism is required. The
reason is that cities in the past had a great
ability in interaction between human and
space. Today, in cities, spaces are created
that lack of meaning and identity and
merely follow the structure and form of
other cities. In such a situation,
considering the multiplicity of areas of
regeneration and issues facing it, the
present study, with the new urbanism
approach, is a new movement that seeks to
recreate, regenerate and rebuild the
physical and life content of pre-modern
cities. Because of this approach in the
traditional design of self, it creates
neighborhood that are socially responsible
and stable economically and sustainable.
According to the main motivation and
motivation of this research, regeneration
(physical -functional) of the city of
Abshouran neighborhood in Kermanshah
was based on the ten principles of new
urbanism charter. The results of the
descriptive part of the joint measures
between the sense of place and new
urbanism (physical, function, meaning)
include the neighborhood in terms of the
sense of place and the principles of new
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urbanism. The reason is that most of the
components are evaluated with average
and low levels. on the other hand, using
ten new urbanism principles to reinforce
the sense of place, questions have been
asked that the results indicate that all
principles can affect their sense of place.
The result of measuring the research
hypotheses with Spearman correlation
tests and regression test indicates that
there is a direct relationship between
sense of place and modernism in such a
way that proper use of new urbanism

principles can affect the social sense of
residents.
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