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Abstract

During the last three decades, one of the effects of the accelerated urbanization process on
the spatial structure of the country is the increasing growth of the number of cities through
the transformation of villages into towns and the formation of premature cities at the end
of the pyramid of the country's urban network. Therefore, this research aims to identify the
factors for expanding raw cities in Semnan province. For this purpose, a descriptive-
analytical method based on library-field information was used. Using statistics and
documents, the factors of this process were first identified. The fuzzy Delphi technique was
used to investigate the existing damages, and 15 experts in this field were selected by
purposeful sampling. The research findings identified seven premature cities in Semnan
province: Mayamy, Biarjmand, Amirieh, Kalate-Roudbar, Kohanabad, Royan, and Rezvan. By
categorizing the promotion factors into three natural, political, and planning categories, it
was found that the most important factor is the political component, which has created five
premature cities. Each of the demographic and planning factors has also each created a
city. Regarding the pathology in the transformation of the village to the city, the most
important harm of the parliamentarians' involvement in the upgrading of rural areas to the
city was identified, and the one-dimensionality of the law and only attention to the
demographic factor was identified as the second most important harm in the process of the
transformation of the village to the city. According to the findings, it was concluded that in
most of the census periods since 1335, there were cities with less than 5000 people, but this
issue has increased in the last three decades due to the large manipulation of the law.
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1. Introduction

In Iran, the urban network does not have a
hierarchical function and is still evolving in
the direction of centralization (Nazarian,
2015: 82). Therefore, investigating urban
hierarchy and studying of cities with
different population levels in the official
censuses of the country confronts us with
a new phenomenon. This phenomenon is
the transformation and promotion of small
villages into cities despite having a
population less than the defined threshold
for becoming a city. These settlements
constitute more than a third of the
country's cities today and have the least
facilities, services, and urban equipment
(Zanganeh, 2012: 535). Considering this
issue, it can be said that due to the
inclusion of a large number of rural
settlements in the process of
transformation into urban areas and the
resulting consequences, there is a need to
classify the factors affecting the
transformation of the village into a city to
provide optimal strategies to achieve
spatial balance (Azizi et al., 2017: 192). For
this purpose, this research aims to identify
premature cities in Semnan province and
investigate the factors that have caused
village-to-city transformation.

2. Research Methodology

The method of this research is
descriptive-analytical based on library-
field information. In the first part,
documentary and library methods were
used to investigate the factors that
effectively increase the number of
premature cities in Semnan province. For
this purpose, by using the balance sheet
model and based on previous research
(Zanganeh Shahraki, 2012; Goli et al., 2015;
Barnafar, 2017), cities with less than five
thousand people at the end of the period
were identified as raw cities and the
effective factors in promoting them to

urban cities were studied. After identifying
these factors, the fuzzy Delphi survey
method was used to identify the existing
damages in village-to-city transformation.
Based on previous studies, 10 to 20
members have been recommended for the
number of panel members (Hung et al.,
2008). Therefore, the research sample was
selected through targeted non-probability
sampling, including 15 people with
sufficient expertise in the research topic.
In the Delphi method, the questionnaires
are given to the panel members in
successive rounds along with the feedback
from the previous rounds, and this process
continues until a consensus is reached
among the panel members (Powell, 2003).

3. Research Findings

Using the balance sheet method, seven
settlements, named Maymy, Biyarajmand,
Amirieh, Kalate Roudbar, Kohanabad, and
Rezvan, were identified as raw cities of the
province. Four cities are related to the
cities that were created in the nineties,
and the remaining three cities, namely
Miami, Birajmand, and Amiriyeh, are the
cities that were created in the seventies.
Since their construction, they have not
been able to achieve the desired growth.
Regarding the factors affecting the
expansion of premature cities in Semnan
province, three factors were identified
under demographic, political, and
planning headings. Out of the seven raw
cities of the province established in 1372,
Royan is the only city that has become a
city due to having a population equal to the
population limit specified in the law. The
other six cities are far from the legal
population limit, so other factors should
be considered in promoting them to the
city. The next factor is the political
dimension, which can be viewed as the
most important influencing factor in
developing premature cities in Semnan
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province. Based on this factor and the law
of transforming the district centers into
cities of any population, five cities, namely
Mayamy, Biyarajmand, Amirieh
Kohanabad, and Rezvan, were established
in Semnan province. The last factor is the
planning discussion that impacted the
transformation of Kalate-Rodbar into a
city. This village was turned into a city by
the planning factor and far-reaching plans
such as the province’s tourism plan and
the plan to organize the settlements of
Semnan province with the purpose of
tourism. Moreover, in investigating the
damages in the process of transforming
the village into a city through the fuzzy
Delphi technique, experts were surveyed
during two stages, and all nine damages
identified by the experts were confirmed.
Additionally, in relation to the most
important damage at this stage, the
majority of experts have expressed the
role of parliamentarians’ influence in
transforming rural areas into cities.

4. Conclusion

In most of the census periods since 1335,
there have been cities with less than 5000
people, but this has been the case in the
last three decades due to a lot of
manipulation of the law, such as lowering

the population threshold for becoming a
city and defining administrative criteria,
such as turning into district centers to the
city has increased significantly. The
formation of these cities was done without
the necessary investigation and study and
capacity measurement, or in a tasteful
manner and based on the administrative-
management requirements or the request
of the residents. Therefore, cities with
incomplete and unhealthy functions have
been formed, which has caused the
collapse of the residential hierarchy
system and imposed an additional
financial burden on the public sector.
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https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B3%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D8%B3%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4_%D9%85%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%B2%DB%8C_%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D8%B3%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B4%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AF
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D8%B4%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AF
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4_%D9%85%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%B2%DB%8C_%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D8%B4%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AF
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%BA%D8%A7%D9%86
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%BA%D8%A7%D9%86
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4_%D9%85%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%B2%DB%8C_%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%BA%D8%A7%D9%86
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%DA%AF%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%DA%AF%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4_%D9%85%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%B2%DB%8C_%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%DA%AF%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D8%B3%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%85
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D8%B4%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AF
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4_%D8%A8%D8%B3%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%85
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%85%D9%87%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D9%85%D9%87%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4_%D9%85%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%B2%DB%8C_%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D9%85%D9%87%D8%AF%DB%8C%E2%80%8C%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C_(%D8%B3%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86)
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4_%D9%85%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%B2%DB%8C_%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C_(%D8%B3%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86)
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4_%DA%A9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%BE%D9%88%D8%B4
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%DA%A9%DB%8C
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%DA%AF%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4_%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%DA%A9%DB%8C
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B4%D9%87%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%AF
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D9%85%D9%87%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4_%D8%B4%D9%87%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%AF
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%AE%D9%87
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%AE%D9%87
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4_%D9%85%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%B2%DB%8C_%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%AE%D9%87
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%87_(%D8%B3%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86)
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%BA%D8%A7%D9%86
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4_%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A2%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AF
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%87_(%D8%B3%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86)
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%BA%D8%A7%D9%86
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4_%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A2%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AF
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A2%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D8%A2%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4_%D9%85%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%B2%DB%8C_%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D8%A2%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%86%D8%AF
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D8%B4%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AF
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4_%D8%A8%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%86%D8%AF
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%DA%A9%D9%87%D9%86%E2%80%8C%D8%A2%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AF
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D8%A2%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4_%DA%A9%D9%87%D9%86%E2%80%8C%D8%A2%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AF
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