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Abstract

Integrated urban management is one of the sustainable and environmentally friendly
transportation development strategies. This approach helps to respond to the ever-
increasing transportation needs of cities in a safer, more cost-effective, more reliable,
and sustainable manner and to increase the role of these settlements in the imple-
mentation of policies and the realization of sustainable development goals at different
global, national, and local levels. Therefore, today, achieving an integrated public
transportation system is one of the most important strategies and goals of city man-
agement, and coordination between different public transportation lines is necessary.
Integration can be defined as the coordination between the components of the trans-
portation system and existing sub-systems. Therefore, intra-system integration deals
with the coordination of the transportation system with other systems as well. The
aim of the current research is to measure the effect of integrated urban management
on the development of transportation and traffic in the Ahvaz metropolis. The current
research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive in nature with a survey ap-
proach. Two library and field methods (questionnaires) were used to collect infor-
mation. In data and information analysis, the statistical techniques of variance-based
structural equation modeling and covariance-based structural equation modeling
were used. The findings show that the overall evaluation indices of the structural
equation model indicate that the data support the theoretical model of this research.
In other words, the fit of the data to the model is established and the fit indices indi-
cate the desirability of the structural equation model. Moreover, the strengthening of
the integrated management of urban transport leads to the increase or strengthening
of the development of transport and traffic, and its weakening will slow down the
development of urban transport and traffic in the Ahvaz metropolis.
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1. Introduction

The entire city of Ahvaz has an estimated
population of approximately 1/2 million
people, with complete dispersal of
transport and public transportation, with-
out traffic congestion, surrounding roads,
and damage to sources at the end of the
year. Adopting an approach and providing
the institutional, knowledge, technical,
and physical infrastructure of sustainable
transportation and participatory govern-
ance and integrated management can be
the most effective means of guiding this
sub-sector of urban development. Due to
the location, functional, and spatial posi-
tion of Khuzestan province in terms of en-
ergy, capital and trade, and relations with
the Persian Gulf countries, it is very im-
portant to pay attention to strategic plan-
ning to expand transportation and traffic
throughout this metropolis by relying on
the abovementioned approaches and in-
frastructures. Therefore, the present
study was carried out to investigate the
impact of integrated urban management
on the development of transport and traf-
fic in the Ahvaz metropolis. The hypothesis
of the study is as follows: the integrated
management of urban transportation has
an effect on the development of transpor-
tation and traffic in the Ahvaz metropolis
in the existing situation.

2. Research Methodology

The current research is applied in terms of
purpose and descriptive in nature with a
survey approach. In order to collect data
and information, two library and field
methods (questionnaires) were used. Del-
phi’s qualitative method was used to col-
lect data and information in field studies.
The members of the Delphi group were 20
academic and executive experts related to
the sciences and jobs of urban manage-
ment, urban planning, and transportation
and traffic from the state universities of

Ahvaz and Shahid Chamran University of
Ahvaz and those working in the Islamic
Council of Ahvaz and Municipality, who
were selected through checking their aca-
demic and career records in cyberspace.

3. Research Findings

The variable of integrated urban transport
management factors of Ahvaz metropolis
explains 76% of the variance of the variable
of urban transport and traffic develop-
ment. By taking into account the values re-
lated to the volume of the effect index, the
coefficient of determination of this large
value is estimated. In other words, the var-
iable of integrated urban transport man-
agement factors of Ahvaz metropolis has
the ability to explain the variance of urban
transport and traffic development varia-
bles. (2) The effect of the integrated urban
transportation management variable on
the transportation and traffic develop-
ment variable is statistically significant (p
> 0.05). Therefore, the hypothesis of the
research explaining that the integrated
management of urban transportation af-
fects the variable of transportation and
traffic development "in the existing situa-
tion" is confirmed. According to the value
of the effect coefficient, it can be said that
this effect is direct and highly estimated.
In other words, strengthening the inte-
grated management of urban transport
leads to an increase or strengthening of
the development of transport and traffic in
this metropolis, and on the contrary,
weakening it causes a slowdown in the de-
velopment of transport and Uurban traffic
in Ahvaz metropolis. The overall evaluation
indicators of the structural equation
model indicate that the data supports the
theoretical model of the research. In other
words, the fit of the data to the model is
established and the fit indices indicate the
desirability of the structural equation
model
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4. Conclusion

The hypothesis of this research claiming
that the integrated management of urban
transportation has an effect on the varia-
ble of transportation and traffic develop-
ment "in the existing situation" is strongly
supported. According to the value of the
effect coefficient, it can be said that this
effect is directly and highly estimated. In
other words, the strengthening of the in-
tegrated management of urban transpor-
tation leads to the increase or strengthen-
ing of the development of transportation
and traffic in the Ahvaz metropolis, and its
weakening will slow down the develop-
ment of transportation and traffic. Moreo-
ver, the hypothesis of this research claim-
ing that the integrated management of ur-
ban transportation has an effect on the de-
velopment of transportation and urban
traffic in Ahvaz metropolis "in a favorable
situation" is also confirmed. According to
the value of the effect coefficient, it can be
said that this effect is directly and highly

estimated. In other words, the strengthen-
ing of the effective factors in the formation
of the integrated management of urban
transportation leads to the increase or
strengthening of the development of
transportation and traffic in the Ahvaz me-
tropolis, and its weakening leads to the
weakness of its integrated management.
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