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Accepted: Reconstruction and rehabilitation have gone through a long period, and now in its latest
April 13, 2024 version, experts have considered regeneration as a comprehensive solution. A kind of
Available online: improvement that not only seeks to improve the physical space but also considers the
May 1, 2024 social, cultural, economic, and other aspects of such issues in the field as well as the
surrounding areas. In this research, the concept of urban regeneration and in particular,
urban regeneration in France and the city of Paris, in the “Beaubourg” neighborhood has
been discussed and the pillars of the success of the urban regeneration project of this
neighborhood have been studied. The neighborhood, which has now become one of the
best-known neighborhoods of the city through the “George Pompidou Center”, was one of
the less developed neighborhoods of Paris in the past. This part of the research is a
descriptive-analytic study whose theoretical data have been collected through library
studies and in the section of collecting information about the current situation of the
neighborhood through direct field observation. Then, following the process of follow-up
studies, the weaknesses of this plan were identified using a creative problem-solving
process. Considering that the authors of the article were not native and had a new look at
the objective structure of the neighborhood, finding weaknesses that were hidden from the
French resident observer was on the agenda, and the western front of the Arsene of “Saint-
Merry” cathedrals courtyard, was identified as a weak point of the Beaubourg neighborhood
regeneration project. To continue the process of recreating and extending its success to
the identified weak point, a research process and development have been pursued to
. provide practical solutions. In the final result and presented solutions, the concept of
Beaubourg neighborhood, “Terrace”, as the most important pillar of the success of the Beaubourg neighborhood
Terrace regeneration project, has been the authors' work tool.
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1. Introduction
Regeneration is one of the approaches of
endogenous urban development, which
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can play a very effective role in improving
various social, economic, cultural, etc.
aspects of cities if it is paid attention to
and required to comply with the principles
of sustainable development. In this
research, the concept of urban
regeneration and in particular, urban
regeneration in France and the city of
Paris, in the “Beaubourg” neighborhood
has been discussed and the pillars of the
success of the urban regeneration project
of this neighborhood have been studied.
The neighborhood, which has now become
one of the best-known neighborhoods of
the city through the “George Pompidou
Center”, was one of the less developed
neighborhoods of Paris in the past.
Considering that the authors of the article
were not native and had a new look at the
objective structure of the neighborhood,
finding weaknesses that were hidden from
the French resident observer was on the
agenda.

2. Research Methodology

This research is qualitative and is in the
descriptive-analytical research group in
terms of methodology. To collect data,
documentary and field studies, as well as
exploratory interviews were used.
Moreover, a panel of specialists and
experts, which was held as a joint
workshop of the Tehran University of Fine
Arts and Versailles University of Paris in
the Beaubourg neighbourhood, was held.

The method of data analysis in this
study was creative problem-solving with
the aim of problem-finding and problem-
solving of the revitalization project of the
Beaubourg neighbourhood. For this
purpose, by collecting information
through direct field observation, firstly,
the issue of urban regeneration and the
elements of its success in the Beaubourg
neighbourhood of Paris were checked.

3. Research Findings

According to direct field observations,
along the western wall, there are two main
buildings, including the entrance of the
IRCAM building, an older but healthy
building with a neoclassical style, and the
rest of the walls are walls without a mass
behind them. The terraces were also
recognized as the most important factor in
the physical and social regeneration and
revitalization = of  the  Beaubourg
neighborhood. In addition to this, open-air
cafes, with the possibility of using graphic
and design creativity in the design of
facades, shades, and furniture, can be
effective in creating attractive and unique
urban walls.

Another advantage of creating and
revitalizing the terraces of the western
front of Arsene, compared to other
possible solutions, is spending less time
and money and making minimal changes
to the existing physical structure of the
neighborhood. This issue is very important
considering  that the  Beaubourg
neighborhood is one of the main tourist
areas of Paris and every day of
interruption in its activity due to
construction will cause huge economic
losses. Another point is the presence of the
glass roof of the IRCAM center along the
western wall, which should also consider
the limitations caused by this issue so that
the lighting of the IRCAM center does not
face problems, and also due to the
importance and attraction of tourism,
there should be no interruption in its
activity.

According to these points, for the
reconstruction of the mentioned wall, the
main focus was on the revival and use of
the terraces of the western wall. As
mentioned earlier, the terraces have a
prominent presence throughout the space
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of this neighborhood and as part of the
urban culture of Paris, they are familiar
elements for citizens and tourists. By
revitalizing the terraces of the western
wall, stopping facilities such as sitting,
creating shade, good views, etc. will also
be strengthened to a great extent.

4. Conclusion

Beaubourg neighborhood, which was
considered one of the undeveloped areas
of the city before the implementation of
regeneration projects, attracted Parisian
citizens and tourists from all over the
world after the implementation of these
projects.  Therefore, knowing the
regeneration analysis of this plan can be a
suitable guide for those in charge of urban
regeneration all over the world. The
present study analyzes this reconstruction
plan and identifies and redefines possible
existing problems. These cases include the
demolition of the buildings of Lehal Grand
Bazaar and its replacement with the
"Lacanopee” building and Arsene in front
of it, the construction of the Georges
Pompidou Cultural Center, the
construction of the "IRCAM" music center
and museum, and the physical renovations
of the neighborhood. According to the
summary, in all of these cases, the
presence of terraces was more significant
than other factors and had the greatest
impact on the formation of the objective
and mental atmosphere governing the
Beaubourg neighborhood. Considering the
importance of this neighborhood and its
atmosphere for resident citizens as well as
tourists, the existence of a weak point,
however small, anywhere in this
neighborhood is considered a big failure
for this regeneration plan. Therefore, with
a direct field study of the neighborhood,
the authors of the current study identified
this weak point - which was hidden from
the eyes of the resident French observer -

on the west front of Arsene Saint-Mary
Church, overlooking the Georges
Pompidou Center. This part of the
neighborhood, as mentioned, does not
have a social presence like other places
and due to the construction of the IRCAM
center in it and the glass roof of this
building, the terraces, which are the main
element of social presence in this
neighborhood, have been removed. To
solve this problem and spread the
elements of the success of the
neighborhood regeneration plan - which
were identified earlier - to this area, the
designers have put practical solutions on
the agenda. Considering the importance of
terraces in the formation of the structure
and identity of this neighborhood, this
element has been identified as the main
solution in solving the mentioned problem
in the mentioned situation, and the
solution for their use and revival is to
create a new height level above the roof.
IRCAM center's glazing and the
restoration of the terraces of the western
wall at this height level were recognized.
In the following, by adding appropriate
and related elements to the terrace,
practical design solutions are presented to
create living walls like other walls in this
neighborhood.
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