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The need for change in line with today's needs makes it necessary to apply new
approaches, such as social innovation, in the regeneration of problematic urban
textures. Social innovation can play an important and effective role in solving the
problems and issues of these contexts by overcoming the inefficiency of old policies
and solutions, as well as finding new and efficient solutions. The most important goal
of the present study is to explain the components and indicators of social innovation
in urban regeneration. In this regard, library-documentary studies were used to
compile the research literature, and field studies were used to examine and evaluate
the scope of the research. The results of the study are that the four components of
"empowerment and capacity building", "participation and cooperation", "solutions
and creative ideas", and "change and transformation” are the most important
components of social innovation in urban regeneration. Also, in this research, the
Atigh project of Tabriz city was selected as a case study, which is one of the most
important regeneration projects implemented in the country and in the city of Tabriz.
The results obtained indicated that the Atigh project performed poorly in terms of
paying attention to the opinions of residents, attracting their participation and
cooperation, developing innovative local solutions, and entrepreneurship, and in
general, has failed to create a fundamental and significant change in the quality of life
of residents and businessmen in the project area.
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1. Introduction

Social innovation is an essentially
contested concept, emphasizing its
complex and open character. Despite the
multiple  interpretations of  social
innovation, several common features of
social innovation have emerged in the
literature: its social nature; its novelty; and
the adaptation, diffusion, and
transformation of social relations in the
form of new principles of collective action,
governance, and participation. Social
innovation can provide innovative
solutions to problems by involving
everyone. This process can, in addition to
utilizing social resources, convince other
actors to accept the solution, so that the
solution becomes part of society. In recent
years, various policies and approaches
have been used to improve the situation
and enhance the quality of life in the
historical texture of Tabriz, each of which
has had successes and failures in different
areas of planning and implementation.
Accordingly, the most important goal of
the present study is to explore and explain
the components of social innovation in
urban regeneration. In this regard, the
Atigh project of Tabriz city, which is one of
the historical contexts of Tabriz city and
the most important regeneration projects
implemented nationwide, is studied and
analyzed.

2. Research Methodology

The present research is applied-
developmental in terms of its purpose, so
that the results can be used to meet the
needs and solve the problems of worn-out
urban textures. It is also of a descriptive-
analytical type in terms of method, so that
the methods of text content analysis and
logical reasoning were used to regulate
concepts and extract the components and
indicators of social innovation in urban
regeneration. To study the scope of the

research, which is the Atigh project in the
historical texture of the city of Tabriz, the
field survey method and the interview
method were used. The research process
was as follows: after proposing the
problem and presenting the theoretical
foundations of the research, the
components of social innovation in urban
regeneration were extracted. Also, to
qualitatively measure social innovation
indicators in the Atigh project in Tabriz
city, in addition to field surveys and
observing different parts of the project,
the researcher used a qualitative research
method to analyze some indicators in the
form of semi-structured interviews.

3. Research Findings

The Atigh project in the historical texture
of Tabriz has been carried out with
minimal consultation with the public and
various stakeholders. As was noted in
various interviews, one of the most
important issues that was pointed out was
the inattention of the project participants
to the opinions of residents, businessmen,
and users of this project. This lack of
consultation has led to numerous legal
disputes between the residents and
businessmen of this project and the city
administration, resulting in a prolonged
implementation time for the project and
dissatisfaction among citizens. Although
the Atigh project was initially prepared
with the aim of increasing the quality of
life of residents of the historical texture of
Tabriz and reached the implementation
stage, due to the  prolonged
implementation time, legal problems
between residents and businessmen and
the city administration, and also the
citizens' dissatisfaction with some parts of
it, it could not effectively respond to its
initial goals, failing from the perspective of
a fundamental change in the quality of life
of residents.
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4. Conclusion

Social innovation, as a new approach, can
play an effective and useful role in the
urban regeneration of problematic
textures. Social innovation can take a
positive and new step in this field by
finding the best ways to solve existing
challenges. In a situation where previous
approaches have not been able to solve the
problems of these textures well, social
innovation can take action to improve the
situation and enhance the quality of life of
these textures by considering creative and
positive ideas that are appropriate to the
economic, social, physical, and cultural
situation of problematic urban textures. In
this study, the Atigh project, which is one
of the historical textures of Tabriz city and
one of the most important urban
regeneration projects developed and
implemented nationwide, was studied and
analyzed. In examining the Atigh project, it
was determined that many of the social
innovation indicators in urban
regeneration in this project are not in a
desirable state, so that this project has
performed poorly in terms of paying
attention to the opinions of residents,
attracting  their  participation and
cooperation, developing local innovative

solutions, and entrepreneurship, failing to
create a fundamental change in the life
quality of residents and businessmen in
the project area. Although the realizability
of the social innovation approach in the
regeneration of Iranian cities has much to
do with it, and despite the weakness in
institutional and legal structures, it cannot
be expected that the maximum benefit can
be obtained from this approach. However,
by changing the approaches and methods
of urban planning and governance, an
important step can be taken towards the
success of this approach in the
regeneration of urban textures.
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