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Abstract

This study adopts an applied-developmental and descriptive-analytical approach
to investigate the underlying causes of reduced livability due to incompatible
occupations along 29 Bahman Boulevard in Tabriz—a corridor characterized by a
high concentration of service and industrial activities—and proposes practical
strategies for their reorganization. The necessity of this research stems from the
adverse environmental (noise, visual, and ecological pollution) and social
consequences (limited access to public spaces and the infringement of citizens’
rights) associated with these incompatible activities. The primary objective is to
accurately identify the factors contributing to decreased livability and formulate
evidence-based, place-oriented strategies for enhancing the quality of the urban
environment. To address the central question—“How can the optimal
management of incompatible occupations improve the livability of 29 Bahman
Boulevard in Tabriz?"—data were collected through documentary studies,
detailed field observations, and the distribution of 200 structured questionnaires
among residents and pedestrians in the area. Data were analyzed using SPSS
software through descriptive statistics and thematic analysis techniques. The
findings identify automobile repair shops, oil change stations, and storage
units/garages as the main sources of disturbance. The results further suggest
that the gradual and systematic relocation of these activities to designated
industrial zones, strengthening institutional oversight mechanisms, and
purposefully redesigning land uses toward public-oriented functions possess
strong potential for significantly enhancing the livability of the area. These
insights offer valuable guidance for urban planners in advancing the goals of
sustainable urban development.
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1. Introduction

Urban expansion and the uneven growth
of cities have led to numerous challenges,
including traffic congestion,
environmental pollution, the reduction of
open spaces, and incompatible land uses.
Incompatible urban businesses, such as
auto repair shops and industrial
workshops, jeopardize urban livability—a
key component of sustainable
development—by generating noise, visual,
and environmental pollution. These
businesses negatively impact
environmental quality, disrupt residents'
comfort, and weaken social cohesion,
thereby affecting indicators such as public
health and citizen satisfaction. This study
focuses on 29 Bahman Boulevard in
District 5 of Tabriz, a densely commercial-
service area, to investigate various
disturbances and pollutions caused by
these businesses, including obstruction of
pathways, air pollution, noise, visual
clutter, and traffic issues. Using a
descriptive-analytical approach and field
data, this research categorizes
incompatible businesses and analyzes
their disturbances quantitatively and
qualitatively. The findings suggest that
organizing these businesses in Tabriz can
significantly mitigate such issues. A review
of previous studies reveals a lack of
comprehensive local research that
simultaneously examines the impacts of
incompatible  businesses from the
perspective of urban users and proposes
practical, context-specific solutions. This
study, relying on field data, conducts a
multidimensional analysis of the social and
spatial impacts of incompatible businesses
and proposes place-based strategies to
enhance urban livability. The results are
applicable to other areas of Tabriz

2. Research Methodology

The present study follows an applied-
developmental approach and employs a
descriptive-analytical method. Data were
collected through both documentary and
field methods. In the documentary phase,
academic sources were used to establish
the theoretical framework. In the field
phase, incompatible occupations along 29
Bahman Boulevard in Tabriz were
identified and analyzed in terms of their
environmental disturbance and spatial
compatibility with adjacent land uses. To
assess the impact of these activities on
urban livability, a structured questionnaire
was distributed among two target
groups—100 residents and 100
pedestrians—selected via purposive non-
random sampling. The questionnaire was
designed based on prior research and field
observations. Data were analyzed using
SPSS with descriptive statistical methods,
and open-ended responses  were
examined through thematic analysis.
Finally, the results were compared across
both respondent groups to provide a
comprehensive understanding of the
effects of incompatible uses on livability.

3. Research Findings

Incompatible businesses (repair shops,
garages, workshops) on Tabriz's 29
Bahman Boulevard cause moderate-to-
high disturbances (residents = 3.32,
pedestrians = 3.12). Quality of life
(residents = 3.02, pedestrians = 2.98) and
civic rights (sidewalk access = residents =
3.22, pedestrians = 3.16) are negatively
affected. Pedestrian safety (3.26) is slightly
worse than that of residents (3.10).
Satisfaction with municipal oversight is
low (residents = 2.48, pedestrians = 2.40),
indicating a need for stricter policies.
Tourism potential (residents = 3.24,
pedestrians = 3.08) offers livability
opportunities. Repair shops are the
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primary disturbance (53% residents, 48%
pedestrians). Qualitative analysis
highlights historical patterns, accessibility,
service demand, and weak oversight as
reasons for business concentration. Key
issues include noise, sidewalk obstruction,
and traffic. Suggestions include relocating
businesses to industrial zones, stricter
oversight, and urban design
improvements.

4. Conclusion

This study examined the impact of
incompatible businesses (repair shops,
workshops, warehouses) on the livability
of Tabriz’s 29 Bahman Boulevard. Findings
revealed that these businesses, through
noise, visual, and environmental pollution,
moderately reduce residents’ and
pedestrians’ quality of life, limiting access
to public spaces and psychological safety.
Pedestrians reported issues with pathway
obstructions and traffic risks, while
residents noted noise and property value
decline. Business concentration stems
from the area’s strategic location, high
demand for automotive services, and weak
oversight. Recommendations include
relocating businesses to industrial zones,

stricter regulations, and redesigning
spaces for public use. Challenges include
business resistance and insufficient
infrastructure. Using GIS and stakeholder
engagement for gradual reorganization is
advised. The study emphasizes integrated
management and  spatial  justice,
suggesting that future research explore
long-term impacts and citizen
participation. Organizing these businesses
can enhance livability and sustainable
development in Tabriz.
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